December Parent Updates 
OFFICE HOURS AND PHONE NUMBERS
                                                                                 Phone # 
Main Office

6:45 AM – 4:00 PM      967-1801



Attendance Office
  
7:15 AM – 3:15 PM      967-1810 

Student Services Office 
7:15 AM – 3:15 PM      967-1813  

Activities Office

7:30 AM – 4:00 PM      967-1803

CONTACTING YOUR CHILDS TEACHER

The easiest and quickest way to keep in touch with your child’s teachers is through e-mail.  To reach a teacher, put the teacher’s last name, first initial of first name, and then @mjsd.k12.wi.us.

LATE START/COLLABORATION DAYS
The late start Wednesday’s for December and January are December 14th, December 21st and January 11th.  Buses will run 80 minutes later than normal on days that Menasha High School has collaboration.
NO SCHOOL

December 26th – December 30th, Christmas Break

COURSE SELECTION DATES 2012-2013

Students in grades 9, 10, 11:

Thursday, December 1:  The Course Description Guide will be available for viewing online and the Campus Registration link will be open for students in grades 9, 10, 11.  They will receive course selection information and course forms on the following dates:

Thursday, December 1:  9th grade 

Tuesday, December 6:  10th grade  

Thursday, December 8:  11th grade

Thursday, December 8 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.:   There will be a parent presentation in the MHS auditorium for parents and students to review important course selection information for the four years of high school.  This will include an overview of graduation requirements and post-secondary opportunities.

December 12:  Counselors will be available in Computer Lab 216 for students who have questions, need advice, or who need a computer to use for entering their course selections.

December 1 – 19:  Students and Parents work together to discuss course selections, and we request that parents sign the course form.

December 13 – 19:  Course forms will be turned in during US History, World History, and Civics classes in the computer lab and student online selections will be checked by counselors.  All students are expected to have checked with their social studies teacher to know the due date and to have entered their course selections online before that time.

In spring of 2012 parents will receive a mailing which will list the courses and alternates your student has selected.  You will be asked to look over these selections to be sure they are correct.  Your student’s schedule for the 2012-2013 academic year will be based on these final course selections. 

SENIORS 

GRADUATION DATE

The graduation date for the 2011-2012 school year is May 31st, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Fieldhouse.

 
FINANCIAL AID 

January 12th Nicole Martinez from Great Lakes will be at MHS in the auditorium to present on the basics and understanding financial aid.  There will be a morning presentation at 9 am and an evening presentation at 6:30 pm.  Please enter the school through the auditorium doors for the presentation.
February 18th  Seniors attending an accredited public or private technical college, public college/university, or private college/university need to fill out the FAFSA (free application for federal student aid).  If you cannot fill out your FAFSA on your own, you need to attend College Goal Weekend.  In our area the event is Saturday, Feb. 18th at 2 pm at FVTC (Fox Valley Technical College).  Enter FVTC through door 1 and go to room A105.  There is NO presentation.  You will sit at computer and complete your FAFSA.  If you have questions, there will be experts to help you.  Go to collegegoalwi.org and click on bring these materials to see what you need to have with you when attend.

TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS

All transcripts are sent electronically through Docufide at www.docufide.com.  It is the student’s responsibility to request their transcript be sent.  Students who are having problems with Docufide should contact them at their home page,

www.docufide.com and click the “Contact Us” tab for assistance, or send an email to customerservice@docufide.com.   Either way an email will be sent directly to the customer service team.  Please include as much information as possible, Name, School, login information (email address and password), and the problem you are experiencing.

YOUTH SERVICE HOURS

Youth service hours needed to fulfill the graduation requirement must be entered and approved in GetNvolved by May 1st to participate in the graduation ceremony.  Please contact Mrs. Stahl at stahll@mjsd.k12.wi..us  with any questions.
SCHOLARSHIPS

The scholarship bulletin is being updated weekly and is available on our district website, www.mjsd.k12.wi.us.  Please make sure your senior is checking the bulletin each week and applying for scholarships that they fit the criteria for.
JUNIORS

January 3rd  All juniors will attend a presentation by the Wisconsin public and private colleges/universities during their Life Option class from 10 am - 10:40 am in the auditorium.
January 5th  All juniors will attend a presentation by the Wisconsin technical colleges and military during their Life Option class from 10 am - 10:40 am in the auditorium.

Parents are welcome to attend both presentations.  If a parent needs an interpreter, please call Brenda Litwin at 967-1815 to RSVP.

POST-SECONDARY VISITS

Globe – December 1st , 12:30 PM

Rasmussen – December 5th, 12:30 PM  

If your son/daughter would like to talk with a representative they should stop in Student Services Office for a pass.

GETNVOLVED

Volunteer hours completed to fulfill the graduation requirement must be documented using GetNvolved.  GetNvolved is a web-based program where students can find opportunities and document their hours.  The program offers 24/7 access.  The website is www.getnvolved.org or the MHS home page has a quick link. Username and passwords are available in Student Services Office.  Please contact Mrs. Stahl at stahll@mjsd.k12.wi.us with any questions.

OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2012-2013

Are you moving and want to have your children remain in the Menasha Schools?  Do you know of someone who lives outside of the MJSD boundaries but wants to attend here?  Wisconsin’s Open Enrollment period for the 2012-2013 school year is February 6-24, 2012.  This program allows parents to apply for their children to attend in school districts other than the one in which they reside.

You can apply on-line with the Department of Public Instruction.  We will have the link to the open enrollment website on our district website (www.mjsd.k12.wi.us) at the start of the open enrollment period.  Applications cannot be accepted before 12:01 AM on February 6th or after 4:00 PM on February 24th.  You can apply at any time during the open enrollment period.  It is not first-come, first served.

If you do not have access to a computer you can come into the Banta Administrative Offices during the open enrollment period for assistance.  

If you move at any time during the school year there are options available for your children to remain in Menasha  by completing a Tuition Waiver form and applying for Open Enrollment during the next Open Enrollment period.  

For additional information please contact Sue Borree, Open Enrollment Coordinator, at 967-1418 or borrees@mjsd.k12.wi.us
PERTUSSIS (WHOOPING COUGH) 

There have been sporadic cases of Pertussis (whooping cough) occurring in the community.  If you or your child(ren) develops cold symptoms that include a significant, repetitive cough, talk to your physician immediately.  Pertussis is spread through the respiratory droplets of an infected individual when they cough or sneeze.  Pertussis begins with cold-like symptoms and progresses to include a cough, which worsens over 1-2 weeks.  Symptoms usually include a long series of coughs followed by an inspiratory “whoop” sound as the individual struggles to catch their breath.  There may be a low-grade fever, and some may have a cough so severe that it is accompanied by gagging or vomiting.   Coughing may be worse at night.  Older children and adults may present with a milder cough that does not include a classic “whoop”.  **If you develop symptoms suggestive of Pertussis, please stay AT HOME – please do not attend school/work or social or extracurricular activities until Pertussis disease has been ruled out by your physician and/or you have completed 5 days of an appropriate antibiotic treatment.  

If you would like more information about Pertussis or have further questions regarding this notice, please call the Menasha Health Department at 967-3520.  Your physician and the Wisconsin Department of Public Health also have a significant amount of information available to you online.  

What is pertussis?

Pertussis is a contagious bacterial disease that affects the respiratory tract.

Who gets pertussis?

Pertussis can infect persons of all ages, but is most serious in infants and young children.

How is pertussis spread?

The bacteria are spread by contact with the respiratory droplets from an infected person through coughing. Exposure usually occurs after repeated indoor face-to face contact. Household spread is common.

What are the signs and symptoms of pertussis?

In infants and young children, the disease begins much like a cold with a runny nose, possible low grade fever and a mild but irritating cough for 1-2 weeks. The illness progresses to spells of explosive coughing that can interrupt breathing, eating and sleeping and is commonly followed by vomiting and exhaustion. Following the cough, the patients may make a loud crowing or "whooping" sound as they struggle to inhale air (hence the common name "whooping cough").  The severe coughing spells can last for several weeks to two months or longer. In older children, adolescents and adults the symptoms are usually milder and without the typical whoop.

What are the complications associated with pertussis?

In infants less than 6 months of age, the most common complication is bacterial pneumonia (17%) followed by neurologic complications such as seizures (2.1%) and encephalopathy (0.2%). Loss of weight from nutritional disturbance and dehydration is also a complication from the disease. More than half of the infants with confirmed pertussis require hospitalization.

How soon do symptoms appear after exposure?

Usually 7-20 days.

When and for how long is a person able to spread pertussis?

Pertussis is most contagious in the early stage of the illness before the onset of the explosive coughing spell. The spread of pertussis may be up to three weeks or more after cough onset.  The spread period can be reduced to 5 days after the initiation of an appropriate course of antibiotics administered in the early stages of illness.

Is there treatment for pertussis?

There are four antibiotics recommended for the treatment of pertussis that will shorten the period of communicability. Your doctor may chose one of these antibiotics for treatment. The appropriate antibiotics include either a 5-day course of azithromycin, a 7-day course of clarithromycin or a 14-day course of either erythromycin or trimethoprim/sulfamethoxozale (TMP/SMX). Persons with pertussis should be isolated from school, work or similar activities until they have completed at least the first 5 days of an appropriate antibiotic therapy. The

remaining doses of antibiotics need to be taken as prescribed.

How can the spread of pertussis be prevented?

Treatment is recommended for well persons who are close contacts (especially household contacts) of the case to prevent or reduce the severity of illness. Any untreated contacts of a case that develops a persistent cough should be tested for pertussis. Confirmed or suspected cases of pertussis that do not receive appropriate antibiotics should be isolated for 3 weeks.

How is pertussis confirmed?

Confirmation is by Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) assay or by laboratory culture of a nasal swab specimen obtained during the early stage of illness. PCR is the test of choice for laboratory diagnosis of pertussis.

How can pertussis be prevented?

Routine immunization of infants and children with acellular Pertussis (aP) vaccine is recommended at 2, 4, 6 and 15-18 months of age with a booster dose at 4-6 years of age. It is given in a combination with Diphtheria and Tetanus vaccines called DTaP. The effectiveness of the vaccine in children who have received at least 3 doses is estimated to be 80%; and protection is even greater against severe disease. Protection will begin to diminish after about 3 years. Persons who experience pertussis after immunization usually have a milder case. DTaP vaccine is currently recommended for children 2 months through 6 years of age. A safe and effective acellular pertussis vaccine for adolescents and adults was licensed in 2005. Called Tdap, the vaccine is routinely recommended as a one time booster for children 11-12 years of age. It is also recommended as one time booster for adults.

Does past infection with pertussis make a person immune?

Confirmed pertussis is likely to confer immunity. However, the duration of immunity from past infection is unknown.
VISITORS TO SCHOOL

All visitors must check into the main office and be prepared to show a picture identification card.  This is necessary due to increased security.  This process helps us to create and maintain a safe learning environment.

 
BUSSING CONCERNS

Contact Lamers at 832-8800 X2 if you are concerned about your student arriving home late or for any after hour questions.






